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One of the most important sociological premises is that individuals, decisions and
behaviour and consequences of individual behaviour are embedded in a social and
institutional context. Comparative research has often sought to understand these processes
by country-comparisons. While in many studies thisapproach maybe the only feasible one,
the comparison of few and very heterogeneous entities remains a strong methodological
challenge. One less often regarded alternative approach is a comparison on the sub-
national level including local structures or regional conditions. How characteristics of the
aggregate level, such as neighbourhoods, local municipalities or regional units influence
individuals is often described but not fully understood.

The aim of the workshop is to bring together scholars from different disciplines to stimulate
discussion and exchange on how local and regional context matter for understanding
social inequalities. In particular, we want to encourage and inspire scholarly discussions
across different disciplines that deal with sub-national, regional or local contexts and
how to statistically analyse contextual variance and effects.

Central for the workshop are questions of how regional conditions, such as local labour
markets, regional education systems or economic structures, influence the emergence
and maintenance of social inequalities e.g. in educational attainment, labour market
participation and outcomes, unemployment.
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