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1. Network Title:

Citizenship, Involvement, Democracy (CID)

2. Convenor:

Jan W. van Deth

University of Mannheim

68131 Mannheim

Germany

Tel: xx-49-621 – 181 2098

Fax: xx-49-621 – 181 2099

Email: jvdeth@sowi.uni-mannheim.de

3. Network Cost:

Total expenditure made available by the ESF for the three-year period (i.e. not taking into account the sums for publication & datasets) is: 48,706 Euros.

The University of Mannheim supplied additional resources for research assistance for the work on the integrated data sets of about: 12,000 Euros.

In order to maximize the use of ESF resources for international collaboration, costs for travelling to attend several meetings (Steering Committee meeting in Aberdeen, general meeting in Madrid) were paid by the participants themselves. In addition, the costs of lodging were paid by hosts’ institutes a few times (Young Scholars meeting in Mannheim, general meeting in Madrid).

4. Duration:

01.00 – 31.02

5. Summary of Network Activities (Meetings and Visits):

The Network organized a number of activities of which the following are the most important:

(a) Steering Committee Meetings

Members of the Steering Committee (Jorgen Goul Andersen, Klaus Armingeon, Peter Geurts, William A. Maloney, José Ramon Montero, Per Selle, Peter A. Ulram, Anders Westholm) met several times to discuss the development of the Network and to make plans for the general meetings:


- Strasbourg, 3 March 2000

- Madrid, 9-10 March 2001

- Geneva, 11 October 2001

- Aberdeen, 8-9 March 2002

- Madrid, 14 November 2002


At most of these dates, the convenor and all eight members of the Steering Committee attended the meeting. No meeting was held with less than seven members. ESF-staff members joined the discussions at the first meeting in Strasbourg (Marianne Yagoubi and Caroline Eckert) and the last one in Madrid (Henk Stronkhorst).

(b) General Meetings

Three general meetings were organised to discuss respectively: (i) the broad outline of the various parts of the Network, (ii) the ongoing work and further unification, and (iii) the first results obtained. These three meetings are:

- Strasbourg, 3-5 March 2000
- Geneva, 11-14 October 2001
- Madrid, 14-17 November 2002


These meetings were attended by 20-30 participants from a number of European countries (see point 10 below).

(c) Task Force Meetings

In order to develop specific parts of the activities (design of instruments, drafting guidelines etc.) and to prepare decision making within the Network, three Task Forces were formed of 3-4 participants each. These Task Forces met several times in the period between the first Strasbourg meeting in 2000 and the meeting in Geneva in 2001.

(d) Young Scholars Meeting

From the very beginning a number of young scholars participated actively in the Network. In order to encourage contacts and cooperation, a Young Scholar Meeting was organised in Mannheim, 28-29 September 2001. Ten young scholars (Simone Baglioni, Manuela Caiani, Emanuel von Erlach, Mariona Ferrer-i-Fons, Anna Jezela, Irene Martin, Laura Morales, Mette Tobiasen, Nir Tsuk, Sonja Zmerli) presented their ongoing research and discussed the opportunities for further exchange and cooperation.

(e) European Social Survey Task Force

In order to promote empirical international comparative research the Network decided to submit a proposal for the inclusion of a module on citizenship, involvement, and democracy in the first wave of the European Social Survey. A Task Force (Hanspeter Kriesi, José Montero, Ken Newton, Sigrid Rossteutscher, Anders Westholm) designed a detailed proposal for this module and negotiated with the ESS-Steering Committee about exact question wording and format of the instruments. The proposal was accepted by the ESS in November 2002; data will be available to the scientific community in Summer 2003.

6. Publications, Newsletters etc.:

Communication among the participants and information about the Network was made available on the homepage of the Network: www.uni-mannheim.de/projekte/cid. This homepage includes the text of the original proposal for the Network submitted to the ESF and further information about Network activities and participants. The homepage includes an area “for participants only” which includes the minutes of all meetings, the major research instruments developed (the common core questionnaires), and brief notes about the construction and recoding of variables.

For the efficient distribution of information a central email-server address (CID-LIST@Listserv.uni-heidelberg.de) is available. By sending a message to this address, a total of 63 participants and other researchers can be reached directly.

7. Other Outputs:

In an early stage the Network developed extensive so-called “common core questionnaires” to be used in each country in a similar way (see point 10 below). These instruments include:

· a common core questionnaire for a large-scale standardized survey among representative samples of the population in distinct countries;

· a common core questionnaire for voluntary associations in several European cities/communities;

· a common core questionnaire for volunteers and activists in voluntary associations in several European cities/communities.


After the successful utilization of these questionnaires in 13 European societies integrated data sets are constructed in 2002. These data sets are used for the first publications of the Network in 2003 and are expected to be made available to the scientific community in early 2004.

At the general meeting in Madrid in November 2002 the Network discussed more than 20 papers presenting the first analyses of the collected data. The modified versions of these papers will be published in two volumes. Manuscripts are expected to be submitted to a publisher by June 2003. Working titles:

· Citizenship and Involvement Among the Populations of European Democracies (edited by Jan van Deth, José Montero, Anders Westholm);

· The Voluntary Sector in European Cities (edited by William Maloney and Sigrid Rossteutscher).

8. Benefits derived from this collaboration at the European level:

The Network enabled scholars form a large number of European countries to discuss their research interests and to exchange information. The most important benefit derived form this collaboration, however, is the development of common research instruments and the application of these instruments in many countries or communities. In this way, international collaboration is focussed on the development of similar research designs and instruments; the actual collection of data – and the funding of data collections! – are left to national teams. Since the data collected in several countries are highly compatible, the construction of integrated data sets is a straightforward task. The decentralized structure of the Network and the development of common instruments resulted in unique data sets in a very short time. These integrated data sets enabled us to start substantive comparative analyses and the circulation of papers already in 2002.

The successful application for a module on citizenship, involvement, and democracy to be included in the first wave of the European Social Survey is a direct result from the activities of the Network (see point 5 above).

The empirical data collected by the Network are very exceptional and no similar project exists in Europe or the USA at this moment. The publication of the first results will be highly relevant for the further discussions on democratic citizenship and brings European social science in a position only reached by the largest US-projects in this area (at Harvard and Georgetown University).

9. Future plans/proposals for development of the Network science:

Collaboration started in this Network will be continued in the near future in the following ways:


· the group will meet in March and May 2003 to discuss the modified papers and the publication of the two volumes (see point 7 above);

· plans for follow-up activities concentrate especially on further analyses of the data on volunteers and activists in voluntary associations in several European cities;

· a group of American scholars (led by Mark Warren, Georgetown University) will carry out a population survey in the USA based of the common core questionnaire developed by our Network. This opens the opportunity for a highly relevant comparison of European and US developments in this area.

· data from the European Social Survey will become available in summer 2003 and the group plans to continue its collaboration in order to analyse these data together.

At this moment, top-priority is given to the publication of the two volumes mentioned; all further collaboration will be discussed later.

10. Brief outline of scientific achievements:

The area of social capital, citizenship, civil society, social involvement, trust, and, more generally, the chances and opportunities for improving citizen’s involvement in democratic societies, represents one of the most controversial topics in the social sciences in the last few years. The major theme of the Network is the relationships between social and political forms of civic engagement and citizenship in contemporary democracies. Empirically, its main object is an examination and evaluation of available predominantly normative approaches by integrating the results from national studies (representative surveys as well as organisational studies) into a common comparative framework.

As with many rather fashionable themes and topics, the debates about citizenship and involvement seem to be highly dominated by theoretical and ideological approaches. Empirical research is only slowly developed and usually restricted to a single country or region. The Network developed a comprehensive research design, which permits to test the complex relationships between social and political involvement, on the one hand, and ideas of citizenship and democracy, on the other. Only such an encompassing approach permits to answer the crucial question of whether – and if so, to what extent – modes of social involvement indeed contribute to a qualitative and quantitative improvement of contemporary democracies. There is ample reason to assume that the link between the ‘social‘ and the ‘political‘, between ‘big‘ and ‘small‘ politics exists in manifold contextual and institutional variations. Since little is known about such variations, and more important still, how such variations might differently contribute to democracy, it was clear from the start of the Network that we needed to develop a comprehensive design which includes all potential aspects of the relationships between social and political involvement, and between ‘small’ and ‘big’ democracy. Secondly, a comparative design is needed, which permits an assessment of idiosyncratic relationships, taking into account different societal contexts, cultural traditions, and institutional arrangements.

The research design developed by the Network includes two major components: (i) a survey of representative samples of the population in European countries in order to examine the general orientations and behaviour of citizens, and (ii) a study of voluntary associations is several European cities/communities in order to obtain information about the structure of this area and the opportunities for engagement. For both parts of the project similar research designs have been developed (including common core questionnaires) and implemented in a number of countries.

(i) Survey of representative samples of the population

A common core questionnaire was created in the first phase of the Network and translated into English, German, French, Italian, Danish, Spanish, and Dutch. Major topics included in this questionnaire are:

- political participation at different levels and in several areas
- social participation and voluntary associations
- community bonds
- social trust and confidence
- several other social and political orientations
- socio-demographic background variables

After the collection of data had been finished in Denmark and Russia in 2000, fieldwork took place in Switzerland, The Netherlands, Germany, and Portugal in 2001. Data collection took place in Spain, Slovenia, Rumania, Moldavia, and Italy in late 2001/early 2002. Finally, data collected in a new version of the Swedish study are available by the end of 2002. An integrated data basis (including the data from Denmark, Switzerland, East and West Germany, Russia, Portugal, Norway, Spain, The Netherlands, Slovenia, Moldova, Romania) to facilitate collaborative research was available by summer 2002. The Swedish data will be added as soon as possible. The common core questionnaire for this part of the project provides the basis for the module for the European Social Survey.
(ii) Study of voluntary associations
In order to overcome several limitations of survey research (especially a lack of contextualisation), cross-national comparative organisational studies of voluntary associations are added to the surveys of samples of the population. Two common core questionnaires have been developed for this part of the project: one for voluntary associations in several European cities/communities and another questionnaire for volunteers and activists in voluntary associations in these European cities/communities. The main themes of the first questionnaire include:

- activities, tasks, client/member groups

- contacts and networks
- structure, size, decision-making processes

- funding

The second questionnaire for volunteers and activists mainly addresses the same topics as the questionnaire used for the population surveys. Date were collected in Aberdeen, Mannheim, Bern, and Aalborg in 2000; Enschede and Sabadell followed in 2001 and 2002. Furthermore, similar data are collected in Oslo. The data for Bern and Mannheim are extended with data collected in several smaller communities in, respectively, Switzerland and Germany. An integrated data set based on the results in the six major cities/communities was available by summer 2002. The data for Oslo will be added as soon as possible.

At the general meeting of the Network in Madrid in November 2002, first analyses of the various parts of the project were presented and discussed. Modified versions of these papers will be published in two volumes in 2003. The work on these volumes enables us to return to our initial research questions about the relationships between distinct modes of political and social involvement in very different contexts and the consequences for democratic citizenship. The availability of high-quality survey data collected in 13 societies (Denmark, Switzerland, East and West Germany, Russia, Portugal, Norway, Spain, The Netherlands, Slovenia, Moldova, Romania, Sweden) offers a unique opportunity to increase empirical founded knowledge in this area. Besides, the organisational study in seven European cities/communities (Aberdeen, Mannheim, Bern, Aalborg, Enschede, Sabadell, Oslo) makes it possible to study the structure of voluntary sectors and chances for participation and mobilisation in very different situations. In this twofold way – including a number of European countries and cities, and combining conventional survey research with the study of voluntary sectors – the Network evidently contributes to European collaborative research in highly debated and relevant area.
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