
 

                          

Mannheimer Zentrum für Europäische Sozialforschung 

 

German Candidate Study 2002 
[ English language version of the original German questionnaire ] 

  
– Confidential – 

 
 
This candidate study is part of an international comparative research project. Largely identical questionnaires 

have been used in previous surveys among candidates standing for office in parliamentary elections in Australia, 

New Zealand, Great Britain and the Netherlands. In each of these countries, a number of questions have also 

been asked in representative voter surveys. Studies in other countries are about to follow. 

 

This questionnaire can be filled out quickly and easily by marking answering categories and by adding 

handwritten answers. According to experiences made in the earlier studies, it takes on average about 20 minutes 

to complete it. We would be most grateful if you could spare this little time and participate – and thus support 

empirical social research in a cross-national comparative perspective. 

 

Please tick the answering categories which come closest to your opinion or situation. While doing so, please 

keep in mind that there are no right or wrong answers, but only those that fit more or less well with reality. Should 

you think that a particular question is badly put or you do not feel like answering it, please go on to the next. 

When a question suggests a short handwritten answer, some space is provided so that you can write in.  

 

All questionaires will be handled with care. Data will be anonymised according to Germany’s data protection law. 

The data will not allow for linking data with you as person. 

 
 

When you have finished the questionnaire, please place it in the attached prepaid envelope.  

Mailing it back to us is without any cost for you. 
 

 

We would like to thank you very much  

for your support of electoral reserach. 
 
 

PD Dr. Hermann Schmitt & Dr. Andreas M. Wüst, 
Mannheimer Zentrum für Europäische Sozialforschung (MZES) 

University of Mannheim, 68131 Mannheim, Germany 
Phone: +49-621-181-2878 

email: andreas.wuest@mzes.uni-mannheim.de 
 
 

International co-ordination: 
Prof. Holli A. Semetko Ph.D & Jeffrey Karp Ph.D, AScOR, University of Amsterdam 

email: karp@pscw.uva.nl 
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A: Political Background and Activities 
 

 
 
A1. Which party do you belong to? [DCS (=Dutch Candidate Study), adapted] 

 

SPD CDU CSU 
Bündnis 90/ 
Die Grünen 

FDP PDS other * 

       

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (6) 
 
 

 
* other party please write in:   _____________________________________ 

 
 

A2. In what year did you join your present party? [DCS] 

 
A3.  Have you ever belonged to a different political party? If so, which party or parties? [DCS] 

 
   no                 yes                               IF YES: the party [parties] was [were]:  

                    

(1)                  (2)  

 
 
A4. We are interested in your reasons for becoming involved with a particular party. How important are the 

following two reasons for your own involvement with a particular party? [DCS] 

 

 
tick one box in each row, please 

very 
important 

important not very  
important 

not  
important 

the party expressed my opinions and basic 
attitudes      

personal friends or members of my  
family were involved in the party     

 (1) (2) (3) (4) 
 
 
A5. In which years have you stood as a constituency candidate for the Bundestag 

and did you win the constituency in those years? [DCS, adapted] 

 

 2002 1998 1994 1990 1987 earlier 

candidate in constituency        

directly elected       

 (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 

 
 
A51. In which years have you stood as a list candidate for the Bundestag 

and were you elected via the list in those years? [DCS, adapted] 

 

 2002 1998 1994 1990 1987 earlier 

list candidate for the Bundestag       

elected via list        

 (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
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A52. Were you a list candidate to Volkskammer of the GDR, and if so,  
were you elected member of the Volkskammer? [new] 

 

 1990 before 1990 never 

list candidate for the Volkskammer    

elected via list    

 (1) (2) (3) 

 
 
A8. Are you a member of any of the organisations or associations listed below? If so, how often have you 

attended any meetings in the past 12 months? [DCS, adapted] 

 

member? 
how many meetings have you attended in the 

last 12 month 
 
 
 
 
 
 yes none 

one or 
two in 
during 

the 
year 

about 
one 

every 
three 

month 

one in 
a 

month 

one in 
a week 

union       

professional association       

interest group, citizen action group       

sports club       

cultural organisation       

religious organisation       

social organisation       

hobbies group (chess, choir, etc.)       

 (8) (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
 
 
A9. Can you indicate whether you have ever ... (more than one response possible) [DCS, adapted] 

 

held local or regional party office   (1) 

held party office at the Land level   (2) 

held national party office  (3) 

 
 
A91. And have you ever been a ... (more than one response possible) [new] [DCS, adapted] 

 

mayor  (1) 

member of a Land government  (2) 

member of a national government  (3) 

a candidate for a local assembly  (4) 

a candidate for a Landtag  (5) 

a candidate for the European Parliament  (6) 
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B: Candidate Selection and Campaigning 
 

 
 
B1. In selecting a list candidate how important would the following qualities be to you? [DCS] 

 
 
 
(tick one box in each row) 

very 
important 

important 
less 

important 
not at all 
important 

don’t  
know 

good speaker      

attractive personality      

enthusiasm      

personal appeareance      

stable home life      

political experience      

likely to win votes       

well known nationally      

well known locally       

well educated      

knowledgable about issues      

experienced party worker      

contributes to a balanced 
party caucus      

 (1) (2) (3) (4) (9) 
 
 
B2. For being successful in an election: how important is it to balance a party caucus in the following ways: 

[DCS] 

 
 
 
(tick one box in each row) 

very 
important 

important 
less 

important 
not at all 
important 

don’t  
know 

gender      

age      

region      

ethnicity      

political opinions      

sexual orientation      

 (1) (2) (3) (4) (9) 
 
 
B3. In your opinion, is the way your party draws up its list of party candidates … [DCS] 

 

 
(tick one box in each row) very not very not at all 

don’t 
know 

efficient?     

complicated?     

democratic?     

 (1) (2) (3) (9) 
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B4. Still thinking about your party, do you think the influence your national party has over drawing up the party 
list of candidates is generally too great, about right or too little?  And what about the influence that the party 
at the Land level and the local party organisation have over drawing up the list? [DCS, adapted] 

 
 
(tick one box in each row) 

far too 
great  

too  
great 

about 
right 

too  
little 

far to 
little 

don’t 
know 

national party        

party at Land level       

local organisation       

 (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (9) 
 
 
B5. Who should make the final decision over who is on the party list? (tick just one box) [DCS] 

 
party leadership 

elected party 
delegates  

party members voters 

    

(1) (2) (3) (4) 
 
 
B6. Who should make the final decision over the order of candidates on the party list? (tick just one box) [DCS] 

 

party leadership 
elected party 

delegates  
party members voters 

    

(1) (2) (3) (4) 
 
 
B7. How long before the 2002 election did you begin campaigning? [DCS] 

 
 

more than 6 
months before 

 
more than 3 

months before 

 
less than 3 

months before 

when the national 
campaign of my 

party started 

 
 

never 

     

(1) (2) (3) (4) (9) 
 
 
B9. About how much time did you devote to campaigning in an average week in September 2002 (i.e. during 

the last three weeks before the election)? [DCS] 

 

no 
time 

up to 
10 hours 
per week 

10 to 25 
hours 

per week 

25 to 40 
hours 

per week 

more than  
40 hours 
per week 

     

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
 
 
B91. What did you aim at in your personal campaign? [new] 

 

to win as many first votes 
as possible  

to win as many second votes 
as possible  

to win as many first and 
second votes as possible  

   

(1) (2) (3) 
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B92. Did you co-ordinate this strategy with one of the other candidates competing in your constituency? [new] 
 

yes no 

  

(1) (2) 
 
 
C18. How often where you interviewed during the 2002 election campaign on television, radio, and  

newspapers? [DCS] 

 
(one tick in each row!) 

0 times 1-5 times 
6-10 

times 
11 – 15 
times 

16 - 20 
times 

more 
than that 

TV       

Radio       

Papers       

 (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
 
 
B10. Outside the election campaign, about how much time do you usually devote to party activities in an 

average month? [DCS] 

 

no 
time 

up to 
10 hours 

10 to 20 
hours 

20 to 40 
hours 

more than 
40 hours 

     

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
 
 
B11. Not including your party’s webpage, did you as a candidate make use of the internet to reach voters? (Tick 

as many as apply..) [DCS] 
 

no 
yes, had own 

webpage 
yes, used  
e-mails 

yes, advertised webpage/ email 
on campaign literature 

    

(1) (2) (3) (4) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C: Opinions and Policies 
 

 
 
C01. In your opinion, what are three most important political problems facing Germany today? [new] 

 
 
 The most important problem is: ____________________________________ 

 

 The second most important is: ____________________________________ 

 

 The third most important is: ____________________________________ 
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C02. The Bundestagswahl is some weeks behind us. If you think back to election day, what  
 would you say were the three most important problems facing Germany at the time? [new] 

 
 
 The most important problem was:____________________________________ 

 

 The second most important was: ____________________________________ 

 

 The third most important was: ____________________________________ 

 
 
C1. In politics, people sometimes talk about the ‘left’ and the ‘right’. If you can, where would you place  

yourself on a scale from 0 to 10, where 0 means the most left and 10 means the most right?  
(Tick just one box.) [DCS] 

 

Left          right 
don’t 
know 

            

(0) (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (99) 

 
 
C2. Using the same scale, where would you place each of the political parties? 

(Tick one box in each row.) [DCS] 
 

 left          right 
don’t 
know 

CDU             

CSU             

SPD             

Grüne             

FDP             

PDS             

Schill             

Republi-
kaner             

NPD             

 (0) (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (99) 

 
 
C31. Some say, politics should try to steer economic development. Others say, politics should 

stay out of the economy. What do you think? (tick one box only!) [new] 

 

politics should try to steer  
economic processes 

 
politics should stay 

out of th economy 

       

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 
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C32. And how strong is the effect, in your opinion, which the federal government  
can take on economic development? (bitte nur ein Kästchen ankreuzen!) [new] 

 

politics has a  
very large effect 

 
politics has no 

 effect whatsoever 

       

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 

 
 
C3. What do you think of the state of the economy these days in Germany?  

(Tick just one box.) [DCS] 

 

very  
good good 

neither good 
nor bad bad 

very  
bad 

don’t  
know 

      

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (9) 
 
 
C41. How much respect is there for individual freedom and human rights nowadays in Germany?  

Do you feel there is ... [CSES II (=Comparative Study of Electoral Systems, Germany, post-election 
survey)] 
 

a lot of 
respect 

some 
respect 

not much 
respect 

no respect 
at all 

    

(1) (2) (3) (4) 
 
 
C5. Do you think the number of immigrants to Germany nowadays should be … 
 (tick just one box!) [DCS] 

 

increased 
a lot 

increased 
a little 

remain  
as it is 

reduced 
a little 

reduced 
a lot 

don’t 
know 

      

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (9) 
 
 

C6. Thinking about the types of groups that may immigrate to Germany, how do you feel about the  
following restrictions: [DCS, adapted] 

 
 
(tick one box in each row) 

should be 
always  
allowed 

should be  
allowed with 
restrictions 

should be 
never 

allowed 

don’t 
know 

East Europeans with German 
background (Aussiedler)     

East Europeans without German 
background     

people with special skills     

people willing to do manual work     

asylum seekers     

Muslims     

 (1) (2) (3) (9) 
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C61. Let us come back to the elections. If security problems in e-voting were definitely solved, would you  

say that citizens should be able to vote via the internet in upcoming elections? [new] 
 

agree 

fully 
agree 

neither  
- nor 

disagree 
disagree 

fully 

     

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
 
 
C16. Here is a list of four aims for Germany over the next ten years. If you had to choose among these aims,  

which would be your first and second choices? [DCS] 

 

(tick one box in each column) first choice second choice 

maintain order in the nation  (1)  (5) 

give the people more say in important 
government decisions 

 (2)  (6) 

fight rising prices  (3)  (7) 

protect freedom of speech  (4)  (8) 

 
 
C10. In Germany people have different opinions about foreigners. Some people feel that foreigners should  

be allowed to practice the beliefs and customs associated with their cultural heritage. Others believe  
they should adapt to German customs and culture. How would you place your view on the following  
scale? [DCS, rephrased] 

 
foreigners should 
practice their customs 

 foreigners should adapt 
to German culture 

don’t 
know 

        

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (9) 

 
 
C7. Some say, we must protect the environment even if that threatens economic growth.  

Others hold opposite opinions. What do you think? (Tick just one box.) [DCS, rephrased] 

 
protect the environment 
even if tit threatens 
economic growth  

 do not protect the 
environment if it threatens 

economic growth 

 
don’t 
know 

        

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (9) 

 
 

C8.  If you had to choose between a tax raise to keep social security up and tax cuts, even if that endangered 
social security, where would you place yourself on a scale from 1 to 7? (Tick just one box.) 
[DCS, rephrased] 

 

tax cut, even  
if social security 
was endangered 

tax raise 
to keep social 

security up 
don’t 
know 

        

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (9) 
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C9. What do think about the following statements? [DCS] 
  

 
(Tick one box in each row) 

strongly 
agree 

agree 
neither/

nor 
disagree 

strongly 
disagree 

don’t 
know 

Society would be better off if more 
women stayed home with their children. 

      

There should be a law to further reduce 
pay differences between women and 
men. 

      

Government should make sure that 
women have an equal chance. 

      

 (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (9) 

 
 

C11. All in all, are you very satisfied, fairly satisfied, not very satisfied or not at all satisfied with  
the way democracy works in the European Union? [Eurobarometer, EES (=European Election Study), 
DCS] 
 

very 
satisfied 

fairly 
satisfied 

not very 
satisfied 

not at all 
satisfied 

don’t 
know 

     

(1) (2) (3) (4) (9) 
 
 
C12.  Generally speaking, do you think that Germany’s membership of the European Union is  

a good thing, a bad thing, or neither good nor bad? [Eurobarometer, EES, DCS modified] 
(tick one box only) 

 

a good thing a bad thing 
neither good 

nor bad 
don’t 
know 

    

(1) (2) (3) (9) 
 

 
C13. Some say European unification should be pushed further. Others say it already has gone too far.  

What is your opinion? [EES, DCS modified] 
(tick one box only) 

 
has already  
gone too far  

should be 
pushed further 

don’t 
know 

            

(0) (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (99) 
 
 
C14. Should the EU be enlarged to include more countries? [DCS] 

(tick just one box) 

 

strongly 
agree 

agree 
neither 
- nor 

disagree 
disagree 
strongly 

don’t 
know 

      

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (9) 
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C15. When do you think should the following countries become members of the European Union? Within the 
next five years, later, or never? [DCS modified] 
(tick one box in each row!)  
 

 Bulgaria Estonia Latvia Lithuania Malta Poland Romania 

within  
the next   
5 years 

 (1)  (1)  (1)  (1)  (1)  (1)  (1) 

later  (2)  (2)  (2)  (2)  (2)  (2)  (2) 

never  (3)  (3)  (3)  (3)  (3)  (3)  (3) 

 
 

 Slovak 
Republic 

Slovenia Czech 
Republic 

Turkey Hungary Cyprus 

within  
the next   
5 years 

 (1)  (1)  (1)  (1)  (1)  (1) 

later  (2)  (2)  (2)  (2)  (2)  (2) 

never  (3)  (3)  (3)  (3)  (3)  (3) 

 
 
C17. People sometimes talk about the left and the right with respect to the media. Can you indicate where you 

would place the following newspapers and television programs on the left-right scale? [DCS] 
(tick one box in each row!) 

 
  

left 
     

right 
don’t
know

ARD             

ZDF             

RTL             

SAT1             

Bild             

Süddeutsche 
Zeitung 

            

Frankfurter 
Allgemeine 

            

Die Welt             

Tagesspiegel             

Der Spiegel             

Focus             

Die Zeit             

 (0) (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (99) 
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D: Government and Electoral System 
 

 
 
D1. On the whole are you very satisfied, fairly satisfied, not very satisfied or not at all satisfied with the way 

democracy works in Germany? [Eurobarometer, EES, DCS modified] 
 

very 
satisfied 

fairly 
satisfied 

not very 
satisfied 

not at all 
satisfied 

don’t 
know 

     

(1) (2) (3) (4) (9) 
 
 
D2. What do you prefer, single-party government or coalition government? [DCS] 

(tick one box only.)  
 

a government made up  
of a single party 

a coalition government made 
up of more than one parties 

don’t  
know 

   

(1) (2) (9) 

 
 
D4. In some countries governments are in office which rely on less than half of the votes of members  

of parliament. This form of government is called minority government. What do you think about it?  
[DCS, somewhat rephrased] (tick one box only.) 

 

a government needs 
its own majority in 

parliament 

an own majority in  
parliament is less 

important 
don’t 
know 

   

(1) (2) (9) 
 
 
D3. Different electoral systems pursue different political goals. If you had to choose between the  

following political goals, which one would you vote for? [DCS, modified]  
(tick one box only.) 

 

party proportions  
in votes and seats  

should closely match 

the party which obtains the most  
votes should surely receive more 

than half of the seats in parliament  
don’t 
know 

   

(1) (2) (9) 
 
 
D5. Recently there has been some discussion about the way candidates are elected to Parliament.  

If you had a choice, which system would you prefer? [DCS] 

 
a personalised pro-

portional system with 
two votes, as it is now 

a single member 
district system (as 

used in Britain)  

a pure proportional  
system (as used in  
the Netherlands) 

another  
system* 

    

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

 
* Which other system?  
Please specify.                       __________________________________________________ 
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D7. Generally speaking, do you think a government formed by one party, or one formed by more than one 
party, is better at doing the following things? [DCS] 

 

(tick one box in each row) 
single party 
government 

better  

coalition 
government 

better 

no 
difference 

don’t 
know 

providing stability     

making tough decisions     

keeping promises     

doing what the people want     

 (1) (2) (3) (9) 
 
D8.  Do you agree or disagree with these statements? [DCS, adapted] 

 

(tick one box in each row) 
strongl
y agree 

agree 
neither 

nor 
dis-

agree 
strongly 
disagree 

don’t 
know 

The German electoral system is much 
fairer than the plurality systems used 
in Britain and the United States. 

      

The German electoral system gives 
too much power to small parties.       

Parties should say before election day 
what other parties they would prefer 
to work with in a government coalition. 

      

Parties should put forward similar 
numbers of male and female can-
didates. 

      

MPs resigning from their party should 
also resign from Parliament.       

The number of terms that MPs can 
serve in Parliament should be limited 
by law. 

      

 (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (9) 
 
 
D91. Thinking about how elections in Germany work in practice, how well do you think they ensure that the 

views of MPs accurately reflect the views of voters? [CSES II] 
 

very well fairly well not very well not well at all 

    

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

 
 
D10. What do you think about the proportion of members of the Bundestag from the following groups?  

[DCS, adapted] 
 

(bitte pro Zeile ein Kästchen 
ankreuzen!) 

too small small 
about 
right 

too large 
don’t 
know 

Women      

East Germans      

homosexuals      

Aussiedler      

Turks      

other ethnic minorities      

 (1) (2) (3) (4) (9) 
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D11. Do you agree or disagree with the following statements? [DCS, adapted and slightly rephrased] 
 

(tick one box in each row.) strongly 
agree 

agree 
neither  

- nor 
disagree 

strongly 
disagree 

don’t 
know 

Most Members of Parliament are out of 
touch with the citizenry.        

The German government is 
largely run by a few big interests.       

You can trust the government to do 
what is right most of the time.       

It is a citizen’s duty to vote.       

Elections should be held on workdays.       

Federal, Land and communal elections 
should be held at the same day.       

Voting should be compulsory.        

 (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (9) 
 
 
D111. How widespread do you think bribe taking and corruption are amongst politicians in Germany? [CSES II] 
 (rick one box only!) 
 

very  
widespread 

quite  
widespread 

not very  
widespread 

it hardly  

Happens at all 

    

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

 
 

D12. What is your opinion about referenda? [DCS, answering categories reduced.] (Tick just one box.) 
 

good bad don’t know 

   

(1) (3) (9) 
 
 
D13. What is your opinion about initiatives? [DCS, answering categories reduced.] (Tick just one box.) 

 
good bad don’t know 

   

(1) (3) (9) 
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D14. Do you agree or disagree about the following statements on direct democracy? [DCS] 
 

 
(tick one box in each row!) 

strongly 
agree 

agree 
neither  

- nor 
disagree 

strongly 
disagree 

don’t
know 

Referendums are too complicated for the 
average voter.       

Citizens initiated referendums enable 
citizens to get politicians’ attention.       

Results of citizens initiated referendums 
should automatically become law.       

Parliament, not voters, should make final 
decisions on law and policy.        

Citizen initiatives help to restrain an over 
zealous parliament.       

Citizen initiatives will be poorly thought 
out and make bad law.       

Citizen initiatives will be dominated by 
special interests.       

Citizen initiatives help to stimulate 
political interest.       

Citizens initiatives don’t have any 
meaningbecause people sign petitions 
without reading them. 

      

 (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (9) 
 
 
D15. How much influence do the following institutions have in the European Union? [DCS, expanded] 

 

(tick one box in each row!) very 
little  

    very 
much 

don’t 
know 

European Parliament             

European Commission             

national governments             

National parliaments             

Laender governments             

Laender parliaments             

 (0) (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (99) 

 
 
D16. And how much influence do you think these institutions should have in the European Union? [DCS, 

expanded] 
 

(tick one box in each row!) very 
little  

    very 
much 

don’t 
know 

European Parliament             

European Commission             

National governments             

National parliaments             

Laender governments             

Laender parliaments             

 (0) (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (99) 
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E: You and Your Background 

 
 
 
Here are some questions about yourself and your background. Remember that the information you provide is 
strictly confidential. It won't be reported or released identifying you personally. 
 
[DCS: E1, E2, E3a, E5, E7, E10, E3/E61 expanded, E4/E6/E8/E11/E12 adapted, all other new] 
 
 
E1. Are you ...       male         (1)       female        (2) 

    

 
 
E2.     In what year were you born? 1 9   
 
 
E3. In what country were you born? 

 

West Germany 
           (FRG) 

East Germany 
         (GDR) 

another 
European 
country* 

another  
country outside 

Europe * 

            

(1) (2)   (3)   (4) 

 
 
 * please specify:           _______________________________________ 
 
 
E3a. If you were not born here, could you  

indicate what year you came to Germany? 
     

 
 
E3b. If you were not born here, could you indicate  

what year you assumed German citizenship? 
     

 
 
E3c. If you were not born in Germany, and disregarding your German citizenship:  

Do you think of yourself as a German or as a foreigner?  
 (tick one box only) 

 
think of myself  
as a German 

think of myself  
as a foreigner 

don’t 
know 

   

(1) (2) (3) 
 
 
E4. How many citizens live in your residential community? 
 

less than 
2.000 

2.000 to 
less than 

5.000 

5.000 to 
less than 

20.000 

20.000 to 
less than 

50.000 

50.000 to 
less than 
100.000 

100.000 to 
less than 
250.000 

250.000 to 
less than 
500.000 

500.000 or 
more 

        

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) 
 
 
 
E5. How long have you been living in your current location?        ________   years 
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E6.  What is your highest level of education? 
(tick just one box!) 

 

 
Haupt-
schule/ 

Volksschule 
 

 

 
 

Mittlere 
Reife 

 

 

 
Fachhoch-
schulreife 

(no university) 
 

 

 
 

Abitur 
(no university) 

 

 

university 
degree 

(Diplom, 
Magister, 
Lehramt) 

 

Other university 
degrees 

promotion  

habilitation  

 
other 

degree* 
 

 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6; 7) (8) 

 

* please specify:  
 
 
E61. If you attended university, in what faculty did you do your major? 
 

law medicine education theology 
natural 

sciences 
economics 

social 
sciences 

humanities 

        

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) 

 

                    *Other,  please specify:  

 
 
E7.    This question is about the work you are now doing. Which of the following best describes your present 

occupation? Are you … (more than one response possible) 
 

working full-time 
for pay or other 
income (35 hrs 

per week or 
more) 

working part-
time for pay or 
other income 
(less than 35 
hrs per week) 

unemployed, 
laid off, 

looking for 
work  

retired 
incl. early 
retirement 

permanently of 
temporarily 

diabled, unable 
to work 

at school, 
university,  

or other 
educational 
institution 

doing unpaid 
work outside 

the home 

doing unpaid 
work within 

the home 

        

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) 

 
 
E8. What is your ethnic background ? (tick one box only!) 
 

German Turkish 
other ethnic  
background* 

   

(1) (2) (3) 
 

 

                    *Other, please specify: 

 

 
 
E10. Apart from weddings, funerals, and baptisms, about how often if at all do you attend religious 
 services these days? (tick one box only!) 
 

once a week 
or more often 

2 or 3 times  
a month 

once a  
month 

a number of 
times a year 

once a  
year 

less  
often 

never 

       

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 
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E11. What is your religous belief? (Tick just one box.) 

 

protestant catholic 
other 

christian 
muslim jewish hindu other* none 

        

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) 

 

* Other, please specify: 

 

 
 
E12. What is your marital status?  

 

married married, but 
separated 

divorced widowed living  
together 

single 

      

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
 
 
 
E13.     What is the number of the constituency  

in which you stood for election in 2002?* 
 
 

  

 
* This question was only asked in the last reminder which refered people to a web-based questionnaire to be 
downloaded and printed, filled in, and sent back.  
 
 
If you are a member of parliament please continue to section  
F: Role of the MP.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For all other candidates, this is the end of the survey questionnaire. 
Many thanks for your help and co-operation.  
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. 
F: The Role of an MP 

 
This section’s questions are only for those who are or have been elected Members of Parliament. 

 
 
 
F1. We are interested in the amount of time you spent in the community as part of your work as an MP. First, 

thinking back over the past year, about how many hours per month did you usually devote to the following 
activities? [DCS, expanded] 
 

(tick one box in each row) 
less 

up to  
10 hrs 

10 to  
20 hrs 

more than 
20 hrs 

Speaking at public meetings.     

Attending local community functions.     

Party fundraising.     

Office hours in the constituency.     

Informal meetings with constituency media.     

Informal meetings with interest groups  
in the constiuency.      

Attending party meetings.      

Travelling between your community and Berlin.      

Attending meetings or conferences not 
associated with your party.     

Working in party committees composed of 
different factions.      

Informal meetings with the media in Berlin.     

Informal meetings with interest groups in 
Berlin.     

Attending debates in parliament.     

 (1) (2) (3) (4) 
 
 
F2. In their office hours in the constitency and through their constituency offices, many deputies are asked for 

support in personal problems. How many requests with people’s problems did you receive in the past year 
in an average week? [DCS] 

 

less than 10 10 to 25 25 to 50 50 to 100 more than 100 

     

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
 
 
F3. There are different opinions about whom an elected Member of Parliament should represent.  

What do you think, what is your focus of representation? (tick one box only!) [new] 
 

my voters in the 
constituency 

all citizens in my 
constituency 

all voters  
of my party  

the German  
citizenry at large 

    

(1) (2) (3) (4) 
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F4. In your view, how important are the following parts of an MP’s job? [DCS] 

 
 
(please tick one box in each row) 

 
very 

important 

 
fairly 

important 

 
not very 

important 

 
not at all 
important 

 
don’t 
know 

speaking in Parliament      

attending local party meetings      

select committee work       

representing regional interests      

helping with individual problems      

supporting the party leadership      

developing party policy      

voting with the party in 
parliament      

being interviewed by the media      

attending local community 
functions      

representing an electorate in 
parliament      

working with interest groups      

 (1) (2) (3) (4) (9) 
 
 
F5. How much contact do you have with the following persons or institutions? [DCS, slightly modified] 
 

(tick one box in each row.) 
1 x in a 
week 

1 x in a 
month 

1 x in 3 
month 

1 x in a 
year 

less 
often 

never 

regular citizens       

organized groups       

lobbyists       

journalists       

party  leaders       

ministers       

German civil servants       

EU civil servants       

EU politicians        

MPs of other EU countries       

 (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
 
 
 

This is the end of the questionnaire.  
Thank you again for your co-operation. 
 


