
OLS regressions of occupational status of the first stable job  

36% enter employment immediately after deregistration.  
25% enter vocational training within the first 24 months. 
During the first 12 months “bridging episodes” (gap, 
unemployment or unclear destinations) are common among 
dropouts. 
Unemployment rates are low (< 7%) after 12 months.  
The majority (73%) has made a transition into employment 
within five years after de-registration.  

We examine the student trajectories using logistic regressions and observe that non-
completion of the first higher education episode is primarily associated with context 
conditions (type of higher education, field of study, cohort, and region) and hardly with 
individual student characteristics (pre-tertiary pathways, sex, family background). If the 
first episode has not been completed, we find that women, students with pre-tertiary 
vocational training and students from lower educated families are less likely to transfer 
(e.g. change field of study or type of institution). In sum, this leads to a lower 
graduation rate for low-SES students and students with pre-tertiary vocational training.  
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Research Problem Predictors of Non-Completion & Drop Out 
Higher education research in Gemany repeatedly revealed very 
high rates of higher education non-completion (e.g. Heublein 2014), 
but our knowledge about student‘s trajectories and their 
destinations after non-completion is limited. We argue that a large 
proportion of students remains in or re-enters higher education and 
that „attrition rates“ have to be distinguished from „drop out rates“. 
We examine trajectories of students and destinations of drop outs 
with the NEPS starting cohort 6. This is a large multicohort 
retrospective life-course survey, which gives a detailed overview of 
pre-tertiary pathways, tertiary trajectories, and transitions after de-
registration for a sample of 4490 Geman residents who were 
enrolled at a German higher education institution at least once.  

Multiple Episodes in HE 

Destination after final drop out, first 60 months 
We compare higher-education dropouts to graduates from higher education and 
to graduates from vocational training.  
65% of all dropouts have obtained a formal vocational qualification, we therefore 
distinguish dropouts with and without vocational certificates.  
Dropouts who succeed in the labour market achieve status scores that are 
comparable to that of vocational training graduates who never entered higher 
education.  
Additional formal vocational qualifications do not result in a higher occupational 
status.  
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Taking the complete trajectories into account, we observe that 
approximately 50% af all dropouts (first episode) remain in 
education and have considerable chances to graduate. In total, we 
observe a drop out rate of 14.5% (not shown in figure).  

Results of logistic regression models (AME) 
 

pre-tertiary vocational training certificate 0.01 -0.20 *** 0.04 **
female 0.01 -0.07 * 0.00
one/both parents higher education -0.02 0.10 *** -0.03 **
country of birth

West Germany (Ref.)
East Germany -0.04 * -0.09 * -0.02
abroad 0.00 0.06 0.02

birth cohort
1944-54 (Ref.)
1955-64 0.08 *** -0.09 * 0.07 ***
1965-74 0.08 *** -0.02 0.04 **
1975-84 0.12 *** 0.02 0.05 **

type entrance diploma
full entrance diploma (ref.)
restricted entrance dipoma 0.05 * 0.00 0.05 **
2nd chance education -0.02 -0.01 -0.02

type higher education
university (ref.: univ. applied sciences) 0.14 *** 0.20 *** 0.06 ***

field of study
education (ref.)
arts/humanities 0.13 *** -0.03 0.08 ***
social/behavioural studies 0.15 *** -0.04 0.10 ***
business/public administration/law 0.07 ** -0.10 0.06 **
natural sciences/mathematics 0.12 *** 0.03 0.06 **
engineering 0.07 ** 0.03 0.04 *
life sciences -0.03 -0.02 -0.01

N 4317 1050 4317

non-completion 1st 
episode

ONLY non-completers: 
began 2nd episode exit without graduation


