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Background & Aims 

A3.5 Education Acquisition with a Migration Background 
in the Life Course 

 
 

Overview of the migration constructs in all NEPS waves so far 

The overall aim of NEPS is to 
collect longitudinal data on the 
development of competencies, 
educational processes,  
educational decisions, and 
returns to education throughout 
the life span. 
Together with colleagues at 
Humboldt University and Leibniz 
Institute for Educational 
Trajectories (LIfBi) in Bamberg, 
we address the acquisition of 
education across the life span 
against a migration background. 
To this end, we have developed 
migrant-specific instruments that 
are now implemented across all 
the six NEPS cohorts. 
 

Project A3.5 is part of the National Educational Panel Study (NEPS), which is organized 
as a research consortium with the MZES being one of its members. 
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sending country language(s)  
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„panel items“ 
 

(repeated questions on 
friends, identity, language) 
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T=Target, P=Parent, E=Educator, H=Headmaster 

  Factor 1: 
Identification 

with 
Germany 

Factor 2: 
Identification 
with country 

of origin 

Squared 
multiple 

correlation 
coef. 

Closeness to German culture .845***   .713 
Part of German culture .864***   .746 
Sense of well-being in German culture .759***   .576 
Content with being part of German culture .755***   .570 
Sense of belonging to people of Germany .629***   .396 
Closeness to culture of origin (c.o.o.)   .875*** .766   
Part of this c.o.o.   .880*** .776   
Sense of well-being in the c.o.o.   .846*** .716   
Content with being part of this c.o.o.   .827*** .683    
Like spending time with people from c.o.o.   .661*** .437   
Often behave typical of c.o.o.   .643*** .414   
Important of living according to traditions   .662*** .439   
Important to have friends from c.o.o.   .610*** .373   
Sense of belonging to people from c.o.o.   .784*** .615   
        
RMSEA  .062 .068   
SRMR .013 .022   
TLI .986 .975   

Confirmatory factor analysis for the instrument identity for cohort 4, maximum likelihood 
estimation with robust error terms, N=3837, stand. coef. 

The NEPS Multicohort Sequence Design 

NEPS data allow 
longitudinal analyses as 
well as cross-cohort 
analyses. Shown here is 
a cross-cohort com-
parison of religiosity 
among Muslim students 
between start cohort 3 
(starting at grade 5) and 
cohort 4 (starting at 
grade 9). 
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Migration background

Migrant-specific learning
environments

Ethnic composition (e.g. school,
kindergarten, neighbourhood),

migration background of context
persons (e.g. teachers), teacher‘s

attitudes, support programs)

Educational Acquisition With
Migration Background
Across the Life Span

Language

Measurement of proficiency in
language of origin (L1, Russian

and Turkish), subjective self-
assessment of proficiency in L1

and German (L2), language-
learning environments, language

support programs

Ethnic networks and
social capital

(in cooperation with pillar 3)

Knowledge about the
German educational

system

(in cooperation with pillar 3)
Perceived discrimination

Cultural
orientation

Religion and religiosity, identity,
gender roles and traditionalism,

cultural habits, visits to home
country, intentions to return


